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  (805) 403-6162

Groundbreaking Marks New Age In Custom Winemaking

Crown Jewel Of Custom Crush Comes To Buellton California

Buellton, CA, Aug. 29, 2007 – On a recent sunny afternoon next to the Santa Ynez River, Terravant Wine Company held a groundbreaking ceremony for the first phase of a new custom winemaking facility in Buellton, California.  The facility is slated to be a one of a kind venue for state-of-the-art, ultra premium custom winemaking; offering a full service solution, from fruit sourcing to processing and all the way through case good storage, at an all inclusive price.  Principal Lew Eisaguirre stated “We felt it was high time the Santa Ynez Valley had a custom crush facility on par with the quality of the wines it’s producing.” 

Covering  over 45,000 feet, the Phase I of the project includes: a large indoor crush area to allow for processing during inclement weather, an approximate 18,000 square foot fermentation room, and four aging rooms with a combined capacity of over 5,000 barrels.  Phase II will bring the total to 130,000 feet with capacity of processing 15,000 tons annually and bottling 800,000 cases.  
Processing in Phase I begins at one of two grape receiving lines that allow processing at anywhere from 1 to 40 tons per hour.  The facility will have a total of  four presses including: 320, 115, and 50 hectoliter membrane presses, along with a basket press able to press lots as small as ½ ton and up to 6 tons at a time.  The cellar includes over 100 fixed vessels split evenly between open and closed top tanks with sizes ranging from 5 to 20 tons.  Cutting edge Combi™ open top fermenters will maintain a desirable aspect ratio for red fermentations while allowing gravity draining and dumping directly to mobile presses.  And for controlled wine aging, barrel rooms will be independently temperature and humidity controlled.  

In addition to basic processing and aging Terravant hopes to offer a full range of value added services.  Clients will have access to cross flow filtration, along with VA, Bret, and alcohol removal; all supported 
by a full service laboratory plus the traditional filtration and fining techniques.  The facility will also be equipped with an advanced featured 60 bottle per minute bottling line, compatible with the gamut of closure options including ROPP screw-top capping.  Production will be aided by the latest in software and technology, giving winemakers the ability to monitor all processes remotely by web camera or through a client software utility.  The software client application, developed by eSkye Solutions will also allow winemakers to enter work orders and trial blends from any remote computer.

General Manager Randy Pace commented “All of these amenities add to what will become the crown jewel of custom crush in California.  The focus of our staff from top to bottom will be world class quality and customer service.”  In order to help Alternating Proprietor clients sell their wines, the new facility includes a tasting room on the second floor with beautiful views over the Santa Ynez River to the Santa Rita Hills.  Conference rooms and a full service commercial kitchen will be available for client use.

Terravant Wine Company will provide an end-to-end solution for winemakers from grape sourcing and crush to long-term storage and bottling.  Currently the company operates a refrigerated bonded barrel and case good storage facility and anticipates the new facility to be open next Spring.  Industry veteran Randy Pace is a principal and General Manager.  Terravant Wine Company is a sister company of the Fortune Financial group of companies, founded by Fred Kayne and Associates.   Lew Eisaguirre is the local representative of the firm and will serve as a Managing Partner to the Company.   Fortune Financial has been a principal investor and exercised management control in a wide variety of business ventures focused mostly in retail and manufacturing.  Currently Fortune Financial oversees eight (8) operating companies which it founded including Fortune Fashions, Big Dog Holdings, Paige Premium Denim, Fortune Swimwear, The Walking Company, Visionaire Lighting, Cottonsmith, and Terravant Land Company.   Combined revenues of these sister companies exceeds $600 million annual with over 3,000 employees.

 Industry veteran Randy Pace has over 30 years wine production experience including a 19 year stint  at Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars as Chief Operations Officer and 3 years at Bridlewood Estate Winery as General Manger.  Mr. Pace has a Masters in Business Administration from Humboldt State University and was the Interim Director at Allan Hancock College for the Viticulture and Enology Department.  Randy also has extensive experience in wine brand marketing as a wine retail buyer. 

 Lew Eisaguirre has 27 years experience as a Business Consultant, Manager and Executive with a wide range of entrepreneur undertakings including as a founder of IndeNet (NASDAQ: INDE) and a variety of technology, software and real estate ventures.  Previously, Lew Eisaguirre was a consultant with Price Waterhouse and graduated from Colorado College with a degree in Business and an MBA from University of Alaska. 

